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Prime Minister Gaston Browne Engages in Key High-Level Discussions on the margins of 

the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Apia, Samoa  

Apia, Samoa – 23 October,  2024 – Prime Minister Gaston Browne of Antigua and Barbuda 

participated in several high-level engagements on the margins of the Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2024, focusing on sustainability, decarbonisation, and support 

for Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

As a high-level panellist on the Commonwealth Business Forum Fireside Chat, Prime Minister 

Browne presented Antigua and Barbuda’s decarbonisation strategy, urging organisations to 

transition towards zero emissions. He also addressed the recent International Tribunal for the Law 

of the Sea (ITLOS) decision, emphasising the legal responsibilities of polluters to compensate for 

environmental damage. 

In a bilateral meeting with Honourable Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs of the 

Republic of India, Prime Minister Browne discussed plans for Antigua and Barbuda's hosting of 

CHOGM 2026. They highlighted India’s continued support for SIDS and the vital role of the 

International Solar Alliance in promoting efficient solar energy consumption to reduce reliance on 

fossil fuels. 

Additionally, Prime Minister Browne participated in the Commonwealth Business Forum Island 

Nation Roundtable, where he passionately advocated for equity in international trading and 

financial systems for small island developing states (SIDS) while advocating for increased access 

to concessional financing for development. 

Finally, the Head of Government of Antigua and Barbuda met with Lord Jonathan Marland, 

Chairman of the Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment Council (CWEIC) and _____ to 

discuss Antigua and Barbuda's bid to host CHOGM in 2026.  During their meeting, Prime Minister 

Browne outlined the country’s vision for the occasion and explored potential areas of collaboration 

with CWEIC to ensure a successful event. The discussions centred on promoting investment 

opportunities in Antigua and Barbuda and leveraging Commonwealth networks for sustainable 

development. 

This meeting underscores Antigua and Barbuda's commitment to fostering partnerships within the 

Commonwealth and enhancing economic opportunities for its citizens. 

 


